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NOTING the absence of an apology to road users inconvenienced by protest action, a district
court judge has imposed fines totalling €600 on a Shell to Sea campaigner.

Eleri Jones, Rossport Solidarity Camp, Aughoose, Pullathomas, pleaded guilty to wilful
obstruction and failing to comply with the direction of a member of An Garda Síochána at
Bellagelly South, Glenamoy, Ballina, on July 25 last. Superintendent Pat Diskin outlined how
she had suspended herself from a tripod stand at the location and her actions blocked traffic on
the public road.

She was suspended from the tripod from 7.20 until 11.50 a.m. and a scaffolding company had
to be hired to take her down safely. She had been instructed to desist from her actions and
remove herself from the tripod a number of times but failed to do so.

Jones, who had no previous convictions, told Judge Kevin Kilraine she is self-employed and
based in Sheffield, England. She travelled to the north Mayo area to protest against the Shell
refinery development because of environmental concerns.

The judge pointed out that people are trying to live and exist in the region and what she did
obstructed traffic on a public highway. Jones said she felt her protest was peaceful.

“It was,” agreed the judge, “but you held up people.”

Superintendent Diskin said the defendant made a joke of the situation on the day, as did others
in the vicinity who were supporting her.

Judge Kilraine said he noted the absence of an apology by Jones to motorists who were not
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involved in the Shell project and the lack of an undertaking by her as to her future behaviour.

“She may well feel she can obstruct Shell workers but to obstruct other people is another thing,”
he said as he imposed fines totalling €600 on the defendant for the two offences.

Meanwhile, 13 of 14 other Shell to Sea campaigners had their cases adjourned to Belmullet
court on November 9 next when dates will be fixed for hearings. The remaining campaigner
opted to have his case heard before a judge and jury in the circuit court and will return to
Belmullet court on January 11, 2012, for the service of the book of evidence.
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